Dear Editor,

Pleural effusion is an important lung disorder. This problem is an unwanted complication in cancerous patients. The malignant lung effusion due to the lung metastasis indicates advanced disease.\[[@ref1]\] However, not all pleural effusions in cancerous patients are malignant. Here, the authors present a case of pleural effusion in a cancerous patient with acute cerebrovascular accident. The patient was male with cholangiocarcinoma and had recently developed acute lacunar brain infarction. This patient had underlying hypercholesterolemia with poor control. The patient had undergone treatment for brain infarction and the acute development of right pleural effusion was observed. First, this problem was suspected to be the malignant effusion. However, no effusion analysis that confirmed malignancy could be derived. The pleural effusion was symptomatically treated by diuretic (Lasix). Interestingly, a good response could be observed. The resolution of the pleural effusion could be derived parallel to the improvement of acute cerebrovascular stroke. The problem of pleural effusion in this case might not be the direct problem due to lung metastasis. The nature of the pleural effusion seems to be benign transudative. Indeed, there is a possible explanation for the pleural effusion in this case. This can be a variant of systemic cholesterol embolization.\[[@ref2]\] The poorly controlled hypercholesterolemia could be the starting point inducing acute lacunar infarction of the brain.\[[@ref2]\] Also, this could directly cause insult to the pleura and induce pleural effusion.\[[@ref2]\] It can be seen that pleural effusion in cancerous patients need not be malignant.
